[Atrial septal defect in adults--opinions, procedures and controversies].
Atrial septal defect (ASD) accounts for 30-40% of congenital heart disease in adults diagnosed after the age of 40 and is after bicuspid aortic valve and mitral-valve prolaps the most common congenital cardiac malformation in adults. We have discussed current views on the pathological role of ASD in adults and controversies regarding its treatment. It is expected that increasing understanding of ASD pathophysiology, improved diagnostic methods and the possibility of transcatheter closure of interatrial defects will improve the treatment of patients with ASD.